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As I write this article I have been your Commodore for 50 days. 

First let me say it is an honor to be your Commodore for 2012-

2013. This has been an exciting time. We have held a very suc-

cessful Winter Training Conference and Change of Watch. Thank 

you everyone for attending this event. As the Change of Watch 

season comes to an end, I have enjoyed seeing old friends and 

meeting new friends at these regional dinners.  

Your new District Chief of Staff along with your two new District 

Captains and several DSOôs attended N-TRAIN in St. Louis, Mo. 

The following is a report on the results of the voting by the Na-

tional Board.  

1. The position of Division and Flotilla Staff Officer Diversity has 

been created. 2. A creation of a separate ribbon for the Program 

Visitors program has approved. 3.The time to become qualified 

again after entering REYR has been reduced from five to three 

years. All recommendations are subject to approval by the Com-

mandant before taking effect. 4. A motion to raise National Dues 

was solidly REJECTED by the Board. 

This yearôs ASAR competition date and location has been set .The ASAR competition will be held at the Coast Guard 

Academy in New London, Conn. on July 27 and 28th. D1 won last year; letôs go for win No. 2. Letôs start looking for 

teams now. 

Ron Booth DCOS and I have put together a Strategic Plan. It provides a picture of our strategic and operational intent, 

direction, focus and accountability for First Northern in 2012 and 2013. It outlines our five goals with two of the most 

important being: 1. Member Training and Retention of our members (old and new) which in my opinion is our most 

significant challenge for a successful future for First Northern; 2. Reinforcement of one of the basic principles that we 

all learned before becoming BQôd and that is the Chain of Leadership and Management. The strategic plan is posted on 

the district website; log on to see the other three goals and the complete plan. 

As your Commodore changes will be made in the way we do business. I am not trying to reinvent the wheel but simply 

trying to smooth out the process. Using modern technology, we will improve our ability to train our members and 

communicate more effectually using WebEx and the revamped AWARE system. Trainings for both systems have be-

gun. 

The April Training and Awards Conference plans have been completed with a well rounded program for all members 

both old and new. There will be many opportunities for New Members presented. The conference training will be held 

on Saturday and Sunday April 14 and 15th. Consult your flyer or the District web site for details. I hope to see you at 

the conference. 

 

COMO Dennis DeGabriele   

Photo by Michael McCormack ASC-SENE 

ADSO-PA SO-PB  6 
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Greetings Shipmates! 

By Ron Booth DCOS 

 

 

Thoughts on Completing My Term as DCO 

By Paul Smith-Valley IPDCO  

Ronald Booth DCOS      

 

As I look back over the last two years, indeed, longer in some cases ï perhaps Iôm 

a slow learner, several things came to mind as major lessons learned.  The first 

ones deal with communications, always a challenge in every project or task. 

1.  E-Mail is one way.  If you need to communicate with someone, call them or go 

to see them in person. 

2.  If e-mail will work, and the message is important, write it today, save it as 

draft, and review and send it tomorrow. 

3.  Donôt write an e-mail that you donôt want the world to read ï you never can 

know where it will end up. 

4.  Diversity in every way is the key to our future as a viable organization. 

5.  Recruit your best staff officers, give them project directions, then let them do 

the job.  Offer support, but donôt micromanage. 

6.  Cigarettes and coffee are no longer the breakfast of champions. 

7.  Praise in public and discipline in private. If you need to counsel someone, offer 

at least one fix to go with your critique. 

8.  To now new DCO Dennis DeGabriele, always carry a D1NR Auxiliary com-

mand coin for instant recognition.   

9.  Practice for proficiency.  Maintain ï no, improve your skills 

First of all I would like to wish everyone a happy, healthy and safe New 

Year. Along with the New Year will come a new leadership. From the flotil-

laôs all the way to the ñTopò.  New ideas will flow to make the Auxiliary 

stronger. 

 

There are no new earth shattering changes, but we will try to get back to the 

basics. One of them being ñCommunicationsò. When a message is sent out, 

please make sure ñAllò members get the word in a very timely fashion.  

 

The January conference has come and gone. Now we are planning on  

the April conference. The conference is upon us, but if there is something 

that you would like to see, let us know. Please use the chain of leadership. 

Paul Smith-Valley IPDCO  

It has been a privilege to serve our members, and to lead such a fine team of elected and appointed District Officers.  

Much has been done, but not all of that which we set out to do was accomplished.  Thatôs good ï otherwise we would 

have set our sights too low.  Best wishes for continuing success!! 
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Change of Watch season is over.  I was able to make it out to almost 

every division this season.  During my tour of D1NR, I learned that 

CAPT Gifford likes to sing, no one seems to appreciate my impromptu 

dancing and that if you bring a one year old to a formal event he will 

take all the pressure and attention away from you.  I also learned that 

we have a multitude of high performing members and that much of 

what the Coast Guard is able to accomplish in any given year is highly 

dependent on involvement from our Auxiliary.  Thank you for the hos-

pitality, great food and fellowship. Most of all, thank you for providing 

me an opportunity to address the new, continuing and past leadership of 

your divisions.  Here is a bit of what I shared in my remarks at the 

events: 

 

Please allow me a moment to provide you with my view and my expec-

tations for the new, the continuing and the past leaders of your division: 

New leaders: my single word for you is Learn.  You may be new to your office, and have some expecta-

tions of what lies ahead, but be ready to be challenged.  You may have held an office already but guess 

what. . . itôs not the same as it was.  Be humble and ask for input because even if you donôt, you know 

that your membership will still provide it! 

 

For those continuing in their current positions, my word for you is Accelerate.  Your peers have given 

you the gift of trust and time.  They trust you to finish up all that stuff you wanted to do, and theyôve giv-

en you the time to do it.  Use it, because they also trust you to keep your flotilla and division relevant and 

successful. 

 

And to the members leaving an office or position ï Mentor.  You are out of office but you still have a 

leadership responsibility.  Itôs up to you and your successor to figure out how long the style of your ten-

ure will last.  Whether the change is sweeping or just a few tweaks, you remain highly influential in how 

your organization is lead. 

 

There are a lot of talented folks out there and I look forward to working with all of them.  Congratula-

tions to Commodore Paul Smith-Valley for his leadership over the last two years and congratulations to 

Commodore Dennis DeGabriele on his election as your new District Commodore. 

CDR Byron Willeford 
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          By Admiral Robert J. Papp, Jr. Commandant U.S. Coast Guard  

 

 

Respect Our Shipmates -   

Duty Demands Courage  

Shipmates, 

 

When I assumed duties as Commandant, I told you that Respecting Our 

Shipmates is one of my four guiding principles.  I provided my direction on main-

taining positive command climates to achieve mission excellence and set forth my 

expectations for the Coast Guard.  I am proud that nearly all Coast Guardsmen live 

the Core Values of Honor, Respect and Devotion to Duty. However, some person-

nel fail to adhere to this foundational standard of conduct. 

 

Sexual assault, hazing, harassment and discrimination undermine morale, 

degrade readiness and damage mission performance.  These and similar acts of mis-

conduct break our obligation to one another.  Each incident of sexual assault, haz-

ing, harassment or discrimination is a deliberate act that 

violates law, policy and Service standards. 

 

We will not tolerate this behavior in the Coast Guard.  We will intervene to prevent 

or halt these acts when they are occurring.  We will investigate and discipline those 

who have violated law and Service policy.   We will insist 

that all of our shipmates live by our Core Values. 

In most cases, another person observes or is aware of the misconduct.  Let  me be 

clear: there are no bystanders in the Coast Guard.  Our duty to respect our shipmates demands each of us have courage to take 

immediate action to prevent  or stop these incidents from happening, whether at work or on liberty.  If you become aware of an 

actual or suspected incident of sexual assault, hazing, harassment or discrimination, or other misconduct, your duty as a Coast 

Guardsman is to intervene, prevent or halt it, and report it.  Failure to help a shipmate in those circumstances demonstrates a 

lack of courage that is contrary to our Core Values.  I expect every Coast Guardsman will display the same courage in those 

circumstances as they would in rescuing someone in peril at sea. 

 

America must have confidence that Coast Guard men and women understand their duty and are committed to our Service.  I 

have confidence in the ability of every Coast Guard leader to independently and deliberately inquire into all allegations and 

take action that is considered and appropriate. 

 

As Coast Guardsmen, we live by high standards of conduct and continuous devotion to duty.  These are more than just 

words.  Living by these standards and performing our duty requires personal commitment and courage. 

This is our duty.  Our shipmates deserve nothing less. 

 

Commanding Officers and Officers in Charge shall read this message at the next quarters or appropriate muster to ensure my 

expectations and intent are clear. 

 

Stand a taut watch. 

Admiral Bob Papp, Commandant U.S. Coast Guard  

 

Admiral Bob Papp, 24th Commandant of 

the U.S. Coast Guard. U.S. Coast Guard 

photo from  http://www.uscg.mil/
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$ÉÓÔÒÉÃÔ 7ÉÎÔÅÒ 4ÒÁÉÎÉÎÇ #ÏÎÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ ÁÎÄ 

$ÉÓÔÒÉÃÔ #ÈÁÎÇÅ ÏÆ 7ÁÔÃÈ  

The annual Winter Training Conference was recently held in January in Bedford, Mass. Many 
training opportunities were available including:  boating electronics, CPR , instructor develop-
ment and vessel examination.  
 
The conference began on Friday evening, with the District Board and Staff Meeting. Saturday in-
cluded many training opportunities and a luncheon where certificates of appreciation were dis-
tributed to 2011 staff members. On Saturday evening, the Commodoreôs Banquet and the District 
Change of Watch ceremony were held. Dennis DeGabriele DCOS was sworn in as the District 
Commodore for 2012-2013 and Ronald Booth was installed as the DCOS.  
   
An All-Hands meeting was conducted on Sunday morning where new additions to the Aux manu-
al were reviewed. On the following pages, highlights of activities from the conference are pre-
sented.       

At Rightï Back Row: 
COMO Thomas Mallison 
Vice National Commo-
dore, COMO Gordon, 
COMO Bernstein, COMO 
Pendergast, COMO 
Smith-Valley, USCG 
Master Chief Hudson.  
 
Front Row:: COMO Bel-
more, COMO DeGabrie-
le, COMO LeBlanc.  

Belowï COMO Belmore instructs a class 

at the conference. 
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Photos by Imants Ansbergs ADSO-PB 
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$ÉÓÔÒÉÃÔ 7ÉÎÔÅÒ 4ÒÁÉÎÉÎÇ 

#ÏÎÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ ÁÎÄ $ÉÓÔÒÉÃÔ 

#ÈÁÎÇÅ ÏÆ 7ÁÔÃÈ  

Joseph L. Encalada FSO-MA FSO-MT 4-9, demonstrates  the 

importance of Fender placement in Marlinspike Skills Class. 

#ÏÎÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ #ÌÁÓÓÅÓȟ 4ÒÁÉÎÉÎÇÓȟ ÁÎÄ  

1ÕÁÌÉǢÃÁÔÉÏÎ 4ÅÓÔÉÎÇ 
Above- Daniel J. Farren 

ADSO-MT SO-MT DCDR 11 

Aboveï Scott Warner fingerprints an Auxiliarst   
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Photos by Imants Ansbergs ADSO-PB 
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At Leftï William Latimer 

DCDR 10, Mary Bentley 

DSO-PB, Daniel Satrom 

DSO-PV VCDR 10  

COMO Joseph Gordon DSO-LP, Cecilia Bethony, 

Civil Rights Counselor 

Belowï COMO Carolyn Belmore, CWO Thomas 

Langdale OTO Assistant Director of Auxiliary  
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COMO Gene Bernstein DSO-HR, James Healy 

ASC Boston   

Photos by Imants Ansbergs ADSO-PB 

#ÏÎÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ &ÅÌÌÏ×ÓÈÉÐ 
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$ÉÓÔÒÉÃÔ 7ÉÎÔÅÒ 4ÒÁÉÎÉÎÇ 

#ÏÎÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ ÁÎÄ $ÉÓÔÒÉÃÔ 

#ÈÁÎÇÅ ÏÆ 7ÁÔÃÈ  

#ÏÍÍÏÄÏÒÅȭÓ 2ÅÃÅÐÔÉÏÎ 

Belowï Captain John Healy Commander Sector Boston, 

COMO Paul Smith-Valley IPDCO   

Paul McShane DCAPT Sector Boston and family 

At Leftï Commodoreôs 

guests, Rose DeGabriele   
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Photos by Imants Ansbergs ADSO-PB 
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$ÉÓÔÒÉÃÔ 7ÉÎÔÅÒ 4ÒÁÉÎÉÎÇ #ÏÎȤ

ÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ ÁÎÄ $ÉÓÔÒÉÃÔ #ÈÁÎÇÅ ÏÆ 

7ÁÔÃÈ  

$ÉÓÔÒÉÃÔ #ÈÁÎÇÅ ÏÆ 7ÁÔÃÈ ÁÎÄ "ÁÎÑÕÅÔ 

Aboveï   Joseph Fournier FC 10-4, Bruce Baker 
VFC 10-10, Daniel Satrom DSO-PV VCDR 10,  Wil-
liam Latimer DCDR 10, Bob Bentley SO-PE 10, Mary 
Bentley DSO-PB 

Caleb DeGabriele with his 

grandparents.   

CDR Byron Willeford, Thomas Gary DSO-DV, Ken Mingola 

VDCR 6, Auxiliarist Carl England 10-7 

CWO and Mrs. Thomas 

Langdale, OTO    

Aboveï  Susan Polans ADSO-VE, 

David McClure DCDR 6 
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Photos by Imants Ansbergs ADSO-PB 
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Mark Your Calendars:  

The focus of the First District Northern Region Spring Training Conference is on new 

members and opportunities in the Auxiliary.  The conference will be held from April 13-

15, 2012 at the Sheraton Colonial in Wakefield, Mass.  

 

Numerous trainings are available and open to all participants. They range from new mem-

ber program presentations, new instructor development, new vessel examiner training, Air 

Ops, Program Visitation and Marine Safety. A conference brochure was mailed recently 

and contains detailed information about all of the training offerings, hotel, luncheon and 

banquet.  Now that youôve seen all of the fun and great trainings that were offered at the 

winter conference, make plans to come to the Spring Conference today!  

 

Consult the D1NR website http://a013.uscgaux.info/members.htm to view expanded pro-

gram descriptions and also to find the latest information on the program schedule.   

Spring Training Conference in April  

The National Safe Boating Week (NSBW) campaign for 2012 will take place from 

May 19-25.  According to Christopher Todd, Deputy Director Government & Public 

Affairs for the Auxiliary, ñWhile this may seem like a long way away, savvy Coast 

Guard Auxiliary units will start the planning process now to ensure a fun and well-

thought out campaign is in place to effectively reach their local boating communityò. 

 

Deputy Director Todd says that ñ Our recent CGAUX public affairs survey showed 

only 58.1 percent of respondents believe that NSBW is a focal point for their flotilla 

each year and state that their unit does a good job of promoting recreational boating 

safety (RBS) for this eventò    

 

All divisions and flotillas are encouraged to become involved in NSBW and events 

will be published in the next edition of the Norôeaster. To learn more about National 

Safe Boating Week, visit http://www.safeboatingcampaign.com/  

National Safe Boating Week in May 
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 Over the years, the Auxiliary has received funds 

from the Coast Guard, as well as from the Asso-

ciation in the way of Public Education and Mate-

rials sales as well as key partnerships.  

 

He further stated that ñlike most segments in so-

ciety, the Association has experienced the effects 

of a declining economy.  However, the Associa-

tion is not looking for money from Auxiliarists.  

Auxiliary mem-

bers give gener-

ously of their 

time and money 

supporting the 

Coast Guard as 

volunteers.  The 

primary goal of 

the Associa-

tion is to sustain 

the Coast Guard 

Auxiliaryôs mis-

sions and activi-

ties, by seeking 

funds and other 

outreach re-

sources on behalf of the Auxiliary, from outside 

sources, not directly from our members. Every 

project, partnership, or venture that the Associa-

tion undertakes must meet one of two goals: the 

receipt of funding which can be used for Auxilia-

ry purposes or a benefit to the member.ò   

 

Commodore Seibert emphasized that the Associ-

ation needs support from all our members in un-

derstanding what the Association is about and the 

opportunities the Association provides for them.  

Members need to understand that Association 

programs and efforts are designed to benefit the 

Auxiliary as a whole. 

   Continued on page 14 

At our recent National Training Conference (N-

TRAIN) in St Louis, Missouri, Past National Com-

modore Gene Seibert, as the President and CEO of 

the Coast Guard Auxiliary Association 

(Association) addressed the District Commodores 

where he stressed that ñthe primary purpose of the 

Association is to provide necessary funding to sup-

port the needs of the Coast Guard Auxiliary that 

are not met by the Coast Guard.ò   

 

The following are ex-

cerpts from his talk. 

 

He addressed the Dis-

trict Commodores 

(DCOôs) as mem-

bers of the U.S. 

Coast Guard Auxiliary 

National Board who 

serve as Representa-

tives/Agents of the As-

sociation.  Likewise, 

they serve on the Asso-

ciationôs Operating 

Committee and other Association standing com-

mittees including the Audit and Fiscal Commit-

tees.   

 

He affirmed that all members of the Coast Guard 

Auxiliary are members of the Coast Guard Auxil-

iary Association per the Auxiliary Manual (section 

M.1.a).  Unfortunately, there is much misunder-

standing around this issue.  Auxiliarists sometimes 

believe that they are members of the Coast Guard 

Auxiliary and not the Coast Guard Auxiliary Asso-

ciation.  Others state they never agreed to be a 

member of the Association.   This confusion needs 

to be clarified.  Members need to understand 

what the Coast Guard Auxiliary Association is 

and what it does for the Auxiliary. 

Members need to understand what 

the Coast Guard Auxiliary 

Association is and what it does for 

the Auxiliary.   

 

 Past National Commodore Gene 

 Seibert, President and CEO of 

 CGAuxA 
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tion also provides a medium for flotillas to re-

ceive grants and donations and much more. 

 

The Association has initiatives that seek funding 

and other outreach activities from outside 

sources.  Strategic partnerships and alliances 

with key suppliers have been negotiated in an 

effort to provide royalties and operating income 

in support of the AuxiliaryȢ   

 

For instance, the 

Association con-

tinues to develop 

strategic partner-

ships and allianc-

es that bring in-

come in to the 

Association 

including: 

 

PenFed Credit 

Unionôs member-

ship with a Coast 

Guard Auxiliary 

Association Af-

finity Card pro-

vides royalty income to the Association and 

benefits to our member.  The goal is to in-

crease the number of card holders from 1300 

to 2000 by year end.  Card holders selecting 

the cash card program receive a 5% rebate 

on gasoline purchases and ı% on all other 

purchases deducted each month from the 

amount due.  Cardholders may choose to 

receive rewards points, redeemable for items 

as well as VISA gift cards. With this pro-

gram cardholders receive 5% credit for gas-

oline purchases, 3% on groceries and 1% on 

all other purchases.  In both cases, the Asso-

ciation receives ı% on all purchases to sup-

port the Auxiliary.   Card holders can also  

Continued from page 13 

He further stated, ñWe are all aware that the Coast 

Guard is the least-funded of our countryôs military 

branches, and as missions expand for the Auxilia-

ry, the gap between what the Auxiliary requires to 

perform its missions and activities, and the amount 

the Coast Guard is able to provide the Auxiliary 

continues to widen.ò 

 

The Coast Guard pays 

for DIRAUX offices 

(personnel and expens-

es), the District confer-

ences and training, pa-

trol fuel, PPE, SAMA 

and C- Schools, etc.  

However, we know 

that there are many 

more expenses that 

the Auxiliary incurs 

that are not Coast 

Guard funded.  It is 

these additional ex-

penses that must be 

covered by the Associ-

ation.   

 

To meet other critical needs of the Auxiliary, the 

Association provides for the Auxiliary Center to 

supply educational courses, operational and spe-

cial logo items, unique uniform accessories, etc.  

The Association supports the vessel safety check 

program through agreements to produce decals 

and outreach materials, education program pam-

phlets and posters, and training for specified Dis-

trict Staff Officers at N-Train.  It pays for Auxilia-

ry district, division and flotilla websites hosted on 

the Associationôs servers, hosts the Auxiliaryôs 

annual National Convention and National Training 

meetings and supports the National Departments, 

allowing them to perform program responsibilities 

in working with the Coast Guard, District, Divi-

sion and Flotilla level Staff Officers.  The Associa-

The primary goal of the 

Association is to sustain the Coast 

Guard Auxiliaryôs missions and 

activities, by seeking funds and 

other outreach resources on behalf 

of the Auxiliary, from outside 

sources, not directly from our 

members.  

 

 Past National Commodore Gene 

 Seibert, President and CEO of 

 CGAuxA 

Continued on page 15 
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In addition he stressed ñthat the Association 

needs everyone to push Public Education and 

communicate an understanding that increasing 

the public education mission not only serves the 

student and provides safety on our waterways; it 

also directly supports the Commandantôs and Na-

tional Commodoreôs direction in RBS.  It is the 

lifeline that provides income for the entire organ-

ization from Flotilla to National.  This has al-

ways been our bread and butter.ò  

 

He emphasize 

that, ñThe Associ-

ation commit-

ments that it in-

tends to do a bet-

ter job in keeping 

everyone in-

formed of upcom-

ing events, pro-

motions and what 

it is doing.   

Members receiv-

ing information 

from the Associa-

tion should be interested in what is being said or 

offered, realizing that it is not SPAM, but rather 

the result of hard work designed to provide mem-

bers added benefits and in some cases, extra 

money that can be used to support the Auxiliary 

and its programs.ò 

 

While these are just some of the more salient 

points he made, the primary message was one 

that the Association is looking to communicate 

an understanding of the Association to our 

members and provide them with information as 

to what the Association is working hard to ac-

complish for the Auxiliary and for them.  

Continued from page 14 

 

 take advantage of PenFeDôs other financial 
services including CDs, savings, and auto  

 and home mortgage loans at very competitive 
rates. 

    

The Shop Auxiliary site provides an online shop-

ping portal for numerous vendors that result in 

a royalty to support 

Auxiliary programs 

when using the 

links from that site.    

Additionally, it 

provides buttons 

for members to log-

in to review/link to 

vendors offer-

ing discounts to 

members as well as 

accessing the 

Online District Ma-

terials Stores ser-

vice to obtain edu-

cational course ma-

terials, Auxiliary uniform accessories, devices, 

operational specific equipment, logo items and 

other materials distributed through the Auxilia-

ry Center. 

 

McGraw Hill and Boat Ed with PE Products gen-

erate an additional royalty income per year. 

 

A special Chase Charities promotion last year re-

sulted in $25K that was used to purchase 

teaching kits, which were distributed directly 

to over 300 flotillas to support their public ed-

ucation program.   

 

Members need to understand that 

Association programs and efforts 

are designed to benefit the 

Auxiliary as a whole. 

 

 Past National Commodore Gene 

 Seibert, President and CEO of 

 CGAuxA 
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Tall Ships Return to Boston for the 1812 Bicentennial 
 Article and photos by Jim Healy ASC Boston 

The 1812 Bicentennial will be celebrated in Boston from Saturday, June 30 through Wednesday, July 4. Sev-

eral U.S. Navy warships and one fleet tug are scheduled to be in Boston, along with a number of foreign 

warships. Coast Guard Cutter Eagle will also be in Boston that week. Five Class A tall ships and a number 

of smaller sailing vessels will be in the harbor during the event. The 1812 Bicentennial is being organized by 

the United States Navy and as the Norôeaster goes to press, the agenda of events is subject to change.  

 

Currently, on Friday, June 29, the warships are expected to enter the harbor. Some will berth in 

Charlestown and others will be in the Reserved Channel. On the morning of June 30, the tall ships will enter 

the harbor.  There will be no formal parade on either the 29th or the 30th.  In the afternoon of the 30th, the 

ships will be open to the public. Public visitation will continue each day through 3 July. On July 4, the USS 

Constitution and the Cutter Eagle will get underway from Charlestown and proceed through the harbor to 

Castle Island for the annual salute to the nation. The Blue Angels and numerous other military aircraft will 

fly over the harbor.  

 

The Coast Guard Auxiliary will be playing an important supporting role.  As further information becomes 

available, it will be passed to all members through the 1NR Division Commanders.  
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  Around the District: Division 5  

Division 5 Assists the CG Foundation  

                                      Article and photos by James Healy ASC Boston SO-HR 5 

On 15 September, 2011, the Coast Guard Foundation held the Inaugural First District Awards Dinner 

in Boston.  In the afternoon, before the dinner, several of the dinner guests were invited to tour Boston 

Harbor aboard the Cutter Morro Bay.  Auxiliary facility Von Fyhren 403383 carried an additional sev-

en guests including Master Chief Petty Officer of the Coast Guard Reserve Force, Mark Allen. Auxil-

iary facility Neva Done 363086 provided an escort.  

 At the dinner, which was hosted by Admiral Thad Allen, USCG (Ret.), a Station Chatham boat 

crew was honored for saving the lives of 11 passengers on the 44-foot motor vessel Bronze Monkey on 

the night of 31 July, 2010. The Bronze Monkey was almost entirely engulfed in flames when BM1 

Matthew Hussey, BM1 Josh Perkins, MK2 Jason Martin, and BM3 Sherman Baldwin arrived on sce-

ne. Shortly after the rescue, the vessel sank.  

 Honorable mention went to the Coast Guard personnel and Auxiliarists who participated in the 

3 July, 2010 rescue of 168 passengers from the grounded ferry Massachusetts in Bostonôs South 

Channel. 

 Crewing on the Von Fyhren were James Healy (coxswain), Thomas Bolivar, Steve Meltzer, 

David Otte and Dan Sullivan, all from Flotilla 53. Crewing on the Neva Done were Flotilla 58 mem-

bers Frank Rzasa (coxswain), Beverly Rzasa, Chris Waites, John English, and Dwayne Scruton. Also 

on Neva Done were Flotilla 52 members Carolyn and Bruce Lawson.  

    Left to Right-  Steve Meltzer, Master Chief Petty Officer Mark Allen, Tom Bolivar, Jim Healy, Dan Sullivan, David Otte 
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  Around the District: Division 5  

Division 5 Booth at New England Boat Show  

                                      Article and photos by James Healy ASC Boston SO-HR 5 

 The 2012 New England Boat Show at the Boston Convention and Exposition Center, February 

11-19, was well attended. North American Expositions Company, organizers of the boat show, once 

again donated space on the main floor for the use of the Coast Guard and Coast Guard Auxiliary. Divi-

sion 5 set up a Public Affairs booth. The primary purpose, in addition to answering questions and 

handing out safe boating literature, was to promote PE classes. Boaters interested in a PE class were 

directed to a class near their hometown. 

 Auxiliarists, personnel from Sector Boston and the Boston Regional Exam Center manned the 

booth during the week.   

 

 Left to Right- James Gay Flotilla 12-3, David Otte Flotilla 53. 
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  Around the District: Division 6  

Americaõs Home Town Parade: Thanksgiving Day 

                   Article and photos by Imants Ansbergs, ADSO-PB  

 

On November 19, 2011, with a brisk south west wind and clear skies, USCG 

1NR, CDR Byron Willeford, Director of Auxiliary -1NR and DCOS-D1NR 

Dennis M. DeGabriele, Chief of Staff-Auxiliary,1NR, led members of the Coast 

Guard, Division 6 Auxiliary Color Guard,  as well as Auxiliary members from 

local flotillas and from Portsmouth, New Hampshire, Bristol,  Rhode Island and 

Worcester, Mass.  

Left to Right- CG LT Eric Runyon, William Cornwall DCAPT Sector SENE, David K. Clinton DCDR 12, CG Director of 

Auxiliary CDR Byron Willeford, Director of Auxiliary and  Dennis DeGabriele District Chief of Staff      

At Right: Coast Guard Auxiliary PFD Panda 

with some little admirers and their dog at the 

Plymouth, Mass. Thanksgiving Parade 
Article continued on page 20 
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  Around the District: Division 6  

Coast Guard Auxiliary PFD Panda mascot takes 

time out to pose with members of the 2nd Plymouth 

Melita  first founded in 1776 at the Thanksgiving 

Parade in downtown Plymouth, Mass. 

USCG Commander Byron Willeford and Dennis DeGabriele DCoS, im-

mediately behind  Auxiliary Division 6 Color Guard, lead members of the  

Coast Guard and Coast Guard Auxiliary in review formation at the Plym-

outh Thanksgiving Day parade.    

Above- SAR Demonstration, Plymouth Harbor, at the conclusion 

of Thanksgiving parade in Plymouth Mass.   

Every branch of the armed forces was well 

represented including a band and crew from 

the USS Constitution  as well as members 

from marching units from all over the  coun-

try.  The Coast Guard and CG Auxiliary 

were greeted with cheers and salutes from 

the crowds of onlookers, and were also sa-

luted by veterans from all branches of ser-

vice, including the Royal Fusiliers and the 

Rhode Island Governors 22nd Regiment of 

Foot, a unit first formed in 1740.     

The parade stretched for  one and one half 

miles through downtown Plymouth, 

Mass. You could have not asked for a warm-

er response from the public with cheers and 

clapping form onlookers as Auxiliary mem-

bers marched by. Another crowd favorite 

was PFD Panda.    

The parade route ended at Plymouth Harbor with a review of the 

troops by: CAPT Verne Gifford CDCR USCG Commander 

SSENE; CAPT Peter DeCola USCG, Headquarters Command, Bos-

ton; US Coast Guard Auxiliary COMO Carolyn Belmore and US 

Coast Auxiliary COMO Renelle LeBlanc, as well as officers from 

the Air Force, Army, Marines and Navy. The day ended with a 

SARS demonstration from the Coast Guard Air Station, Cape Cod.    

Continued from page 19 
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  Around the District: Division 9  

DIVISION 9 in òPARADE OF THE BIG BALLOONSó       

Article and photos by Doug Taylor, DSO-PA and Jan Koleszar  DCDR 9 

1st Row: Eric Richardson FSO-MA 91; 2nd Row: Bruce Mason IPFC 96 , Julie Mason VCDR 9,  
Jan Koleszar DCDR 9, and Wayne Levesque FSO-VE  96   Photo by Marilyn Taylor  9-3 

Members of the US Coast Guard Auxiliary's Division 9 worked off some of the Thanksgiving Day stuffing 

by participating in Springfield, Massachusettsô "Parade of the Big Balloons" which has become a longtime 

tradition that happens on the day after Thanksgiving every year. Some of the balloons made the trip from 

New York City where they were used in the "Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade".  The emphasis of this 

yearôs parade was the return of Dr. Suess's "THE CAT IN THE HAT" after 10 years of retirement. The 75 

foot high balloon was the center of attraction for this yearôs parade. 

The parade entry from the US Coast Guard Auxiliary's Division 9 included a Division 9 Banner which 

was carried by member Eric Richardson FSO-MA 91, followed by Color Guard and Arms Carriers: Jan 

Koleszar DCDR 9, Julie Mason VCDR 9, Bruce Mason IPFC 96 and Wayne Levesque FSO-VE 96.   

Continued on page 22 
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marching when Coastie said, òWeôre right be-

hind youò, and began playing and singing 

ñFrosty the Snowman or Rudolf the Red Nosed 

Reindeerò.   

 

Children and adults were appreciative of the 

CGAUX presence at the parade and as they have 

been during boating season on the Connecticut 

River in Western Mass. 

 

Division 9 extends a special bravo zulu to LTJG 

Jonathan Hsieh, Sea Partner Campaign National 

Coordinator at U.S. Coast Guard Headquarters 

in Washington D.C., who loaned and sent the 

one and only Sammy costume via FED EX so 

weôd have him in time for the parade. 

  Around the District: Division 9  

DIVISION 9 in "PARADE OF THE BIG BALLOONS"  

Article and photos by Doug Taylor, DSO-PA and Jan  Koleszar  DCDR  9 

Continued from page 21 

Other participants in the parade included COAST-

IE" (operated by David Rice FSO-CS) and "Sammy the 

Sea Otter" (Brandon Dumas - Friend of the Auxiliary). 

Douglas Taylor DSO-PA, operated the tow vehicle and 

pulled Auxiliary facility Petite Fleur II  212110 with 

Marilyn Taylor SO-SR 9 and granddaughter Brianna 

Gaynor as the crew.  

 

òCOASTIEò and ñSAMMY THE SEA OTTER" stole the 

show for the Auxiliary as far as the many thousand specta-

tors along the parade route were concerned. The entire unit 

slowed and the color guard marched in place numerous 

times as Sammy and Coastie were approached for pictures 

and hugs along the parade route.  The color guard resumed  
Coastie and Sammy the Sea Otter get ready for their 
debut. Doug Taylor DSO-PA holds Sammyôs life vest.  
Photo by Marilyn Taylor SO-SR 9 

Coastie & Sammy the Sea Otter portrayed by Brandon Du-
mas, Friend of USCGAUX;  Doug Taylor DSO-PA SO-PA 9 
is behind them.  Photo by DCDR Jan Koleszar DCDR 9 
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  Around the District: Division 9  

Community Service: Flotilla 9 -3 Sponsors Blood Drive   

Article and photos by Doug Taylor, DSO-PA 

United States Coast Guard Auxiliary Flotilla 93, located in Holyoke, Massachusetts recently sponsored, 

along with the American Red Cross of Springfield, Massachusetts, a blood drive. The drive, which was run 

from December 18th through December 31st, 2011, was held to acknowledge the great need for blood in the 

Springfield and Western Massachusetts area. 

 

Participants received a free Appetizer Coupon for giving blood along with a Boston Bruins/American Red 

Cross Tee Shirt.  

At Left- Auxiliarist Marilyn Taylor 

SO-SR 93 giving blood to the drive.  

 

Thank you to all US Coast Guard 

Auxiliarists who participated in this 

very worthwhile event! 

At Right- Auxiliarist Stephen 

Majgier, Flotilla Commander of 

Flotilla 93 contributes blood and 

also platelets during the drive. Ste-

ve completed his 28th gallon of 

platelet donations to this very wor-

thy and much needed cause, a very 

commendable milestone for Steve!  

(At Right- Steve gets BOTH his 

arms involved !)   


